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SECRET STATE 231270 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, YO, US 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL QUERY ON YUGOSLAV TANK TRANSFER 
REF: STATE 227265 

1 . DURING DAS LUERS' TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HAMILTON 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HIRC ON SEPTEMBER 7, CONGRESSMAN 
FINDLEY ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE YUGOSLAV 
TRANSFER OF US-ORIGIN TANKS TO ETHIOPIA. FINDLEY'S 
QUESTIONS, IN ESSENCE, COVERED FIVE POINTS (THE VERBATIM 
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RECORD OF THE EXCHANGES ON THIS SUBJECT WILL BE TRANSMITTED 
TO THE EMBASSY WHEN IT IS RECEIVED FROM THE COMMITTEE). 

- DID THE YUGOSLAVS TRANSFER US-ORIGIN TANKS TO ETHIOPIA 
LAST YEAR? 

- DID THEY VIOLATE BILATERAL AGREEMENTS IN DOING SO? 
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- HOW DID THE USG RESPOND TO THIS OBVIOUS VIOLATION? 

- WAS THE CONGRESS NOTIFIED? 

- WHY WAS THE NOTIFICATION CLASSIFIED, AND CAN IT BE 
DECLASSIFIED NOW IN WHOLE OR IN PART? 

2. LUERS RESPONDED THAT SUCH AN INCIDENT DID OCCUR, THAT 
WE EXPRESSED OUR EXTREME DISPLEASURE TO THE YUGOSLAVS 
AND THAT THEY CLAIMED IT WAS INADVERTENT. THE TANKS WERE 
OLD, HAVING BEEN PROVIDED IN THE 50'S. WE INITIATED 
BILATERAL TALKS ON THE SUBJECT AT ONCE TO EMPHASIZE OUR 
DISPLEASURE AND TO RESOLVE THE QUESTION OF DISPOSITION 

OF US-ORIGIN EQUIPMENT. WE ARE SATISFIED THAT SUCH AN 
INCIDENT WILL NOT RECUR AND THAT THE MATTER IS CLOSED. 

THE CONGRESS WAS NOTIFIED BY LETTER WHICH WAS CLASSIFIED 
BECAUSE THE SUBJECT WAS UNDER CONTINUING DISCUSSION. WE 
WILL EXAMINE THE CONTENTS TO SEE WHETHER ALL OR PART OF 
THE LETTER MAY BE DECLASSIFIED. 

3. LUERS TOLD AMBASSADOR BELOVSKI ON SEPTEMBER 8 THAT 
THE QUESTION HAD COME UP. BELOVSKI RESPONDED THAT THE 
INCIDENT HAD BEEN A STUPID MISTAKE AND THAT THE LESS SAID 
ABOUT IT PUBLICLY THE BETTER. LUERS SAID THAT WE WERE 
SENSITIVE TO YUGOSLAV CONCERNS AND WOULD RESPOND ACCORDING- 
LY. 
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4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW THE TEXT OF THE 
LETTER(S) DATED AUGUST 5, 1977 TO SPEAKER O'NEILL AND 
SENATOR SPARKMAN TO SEE WHICH PORTIONS SHOULD BE DELEGATED 
ENTIRELY OR SUBSTANTIALLY REVISED. IN OUR VIEW, MOST 
OF THE LETTER CAN BE RELEASED WITH REVISIONS OF PARAGRAPHS 
FOUR AND FIVE TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO INDIVIDUALS AND 
TO SOME OF THE SPECIFIC COMMENTS. WE BELIEVE THAT ALL OR 
VIRTUALLY ALL OF PARAGRAPHS ONE, TWO, THREE AND SIX CAN 
BE RELEASED. WE ARE ALSO COORDINATING WITH H AND L ON 
THE RELEASE. PLEASE RESPOND ASAP SINCE FINDLEY'S OFFICE 
IS PRESSING FOR A REPLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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